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November 2022 Gardens are unique places where, as gardeners, we 

are privileged to get up close to the natural world. 

But gardening with nature also makes you realize 

how precious it is.  Our impact on the planet is well 

documented, and it is up to us to adopt more  

environmentally conscious ways of living.   

Artificial fertilizers and pesticides are energy -intensive to  

manufacture and carry many undesirable side effects, from  

polluting rivers to harming beneficial insects and soil life.  A 

natural approach such as adding organic materials to the soil to 

build long -term soil fertility and planting flowers to attract pest 

predators avoids these negative impacts while creating a  

livelier, healthier garden.  

Plant trees!  Trees lock up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 

helping to mitigate the effects of our changing climate. In  

addition, planting trees is great for wildlife, and trees offer 

birds somewhere to nest, feed, and shelter.  

Much of our waste can be composted.  Garden -made compost is 

often richer in valuable nutrients.  Make your compost and  

enjoy a free source of natural fertilizer to feed your soil and the 

plants growing in it.  

Nature gives us lots for free.  Set up barrels to collect rainfall, 

rake up fallen leaves to make leaf mold, the perfect material for 

improving soil structure.  ~~ cont'd  



NGC Conservation Pledge 

I pledge to protect and  
conserve the  

natural resources of the  
planet earth and promise to promote 
education so we may become  
caretakers of our air, water,  
forests, land and wildlife. 

Dates to Remember  
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Our beautiful Rocky  

Mountain Region includes the  

following States:  

Colorado, Kansas, 

Montana, Nebraska, North  

Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and 

Wyoming 

The Rocky Mountain Region Garden 
Clubs is an affiliate of 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
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DATE  WHAT  WHERE  

January 15, 2023  
Article Deadline for  

February Rambler  
rmrrambler@yahoo.com  

May 2 -5, 2023 NGC Annual Convention  White Sulfur Springs, WV  

August 24 -25, 2023  RMR Conference * Colorado Springs, CO  

Directors Message ~~ contõd 

Of course, growing fruits, vegetables or herbs, and plants that naturally thrive in your  

location mean you will enjoy more success.  This is also a big step to a more Earth -friendly 

lifestyle.  

So, remember, when we plant in harmony with nature, we create harmony and peace within 

ourselves. 

Plans are in the works for our upcoming conventions.   Enjoy the upcoming holidays!  

Your Friend in Gardening  

Margie Soileau  

"Planting in Harmony with Nature"  

margie@soileau.org  

margie.rmrdirector@gmail.com  

* See page 24 for details  

http://www.gardenclub.org/
mailto:margie@soileau.org
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Kansas Associated Garden Clubs, Inc.  
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Fall has come to Kansas!!!   I had to wonder for a while since the weather 

here in Wichita broke a couple heat records after the òofficial dayó.  There is 

no question about it now as we have cooler and cooler days and nights, 

leaves are beginning to fall so itõs time to prepare for winter and bring in 

those plants.  

We were so pleased to have attended the RMR annual meeting in Park City, Utah.  What a 

well preserved and beautiful place, and to have the weather cooperate for the outdoor 

meetings and meals.  Great job Mary Holley and the Associated Garden Clubs of Utah.  

September brought the NGC Fall Board Meeting in St. Louis.  It was great to see the  

beautiful grounds of headquarters and the changes being made there and to check out each 

state logo designed in the entrance carpet.  (Didnõt have the heart to ask her to 

move her foot).   I think the highlights of the meeting were the wonderful  

programs presented at the banquets.  The fascinating tree choice, procurement 

and placement at the 9 -11 memorial and the long process to be sure it was  

sustainable was such a learning experience.  And what fun and entertaining it 

was to watch the òChallenge Designó by four very talented flower designers.   

The KAGC Council of Flower Show Judges are currently working to re -establish the  

Kansas judges council after our past president resigned as she moved to another state.  

The Fall Board meeting of KAGC will be held in Wichita later this month where we will be 

discussing current projects.  

Sherryl Fitzpatrick and Floanna Crowley, Co -Presidents  

òUse Wisdom in Caring for Natureó  

Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.  

The weather in Montana has been especially pleasant.  The Fall has been long 

with September in Missoula being frost free.  Our first frost in my garden came on 

the 18 th  of October.  With the pleasant Fall weather, being outdoors was on top of 

most of club memberõs schedule.   That is why I was glad I scheduled our Fall 

Board meeting online using our Zoom license for up to 100 connections.   

Technology and the use of the Zoom application is not a skill found in a good share of our 

clubs.  It is not that members donõt use email or do google searches; they believe that  

using Zoom is just a bridge to far.   I must admit that I am coming to the technology age a bit 

late. Doing a statewide Zoom meeting required a commitment from me.  It required that I 

that I would have to practice my presentation and rehearsed several times  Montana is a very 

large state.  Our clubs are scattered all over.  There is no real central location for meetings.  

One or more clubs travel up to six hours to attend conventions  and other state meetings.    

             ~~ contõd 
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Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. ~~ contõd 

With the high cost of fuel and the amazing amounts the motels are now charging, cost has 

become an issue.  Having only one meeting a year where we gather at a central location in 

person has become more desirable.  

The issue of widespread reluctance to use zoom was addressed by encouraging a club to meet 

in one location that had the internet.  Some met where they could use a big screen smart TV.  

Others met where they only had a laptop to view.  The strategy of having at least one person 

in the room with internet experience gave confidence to the less  

experienced.  The added benefit of a group meeting for the club proved to be  

advantageous.  After the zoom meeting, some clubs served lunch and had their regular 

monthly meeting. In preparation, the State officers became more practiced and  

comfortable by having Executive Board meetings by Zoom.  I also scheduled a dress  

rehearsal for the meeting going over the details to enable the officers to become more  

familiar with the Zoom program.    I planned to limit the meeting to just two hours.  The ac-

tual talking head portion was only 30 minutes and the two educational programs were 90 

minutes.  We had a break of five minutes before the presentations.  We thus were very close 

to the two -hour meeting. We had a presentation on Asian Design and another on trees.  Both 

programs used photos extensively and moved along thus holding participantsõ interest.   

I had an agenda that was similar to agendas I would have had at an in -person meeting.  We 

did not do a pledge to the flag because we would be sitting, and I thought not standing would 

be awkward to pull off.   We did do the gardenerõs pledge.   Club presidents had  

already done reports at the State convention.  I invited any president to do an update, all de-

clined.  We had chairmen of committee reports for updates after the convention. We did have 

to vote as a body on several motions and that was accomplished by raising of hands.       Our 

second Vice President used her time to arrange for the district meetings in April of 2023.  

The first vice -president was ill, and our past president read her report.    

For my report I showed a power point.   I find that a talking head on a zoom meeting can be 

very boring.  Therefore, to add interest to my presentation I enhanced my power point with 

pictures of my garden.      

The Zoom Fall Board meeting was declared a success .  We had 35 connections with 

many of the connections having multiple persons viewing the screen.  Our normal Fall Board 

attendance is around 40.  I believe we actually reached more members using this method of 

meeting. I recommend that we do it again.  

What made the meeting a success was that it moved along with no long pauses of  

technology adjustments, had many visual aids , and was able to complete the agenda in the 

allotted time .  Perhaps the most popular comment was that the meeting was  

interesting and educational.           

 Jim Sadler, President - 

Montana Federation of Garden Clubs  

òBuilding Community through Gardeningó 

 jimsadler1220@gmail.com         

mailto:jimsadler1220@gmail.com
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Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska  

Hello from Nebraska,  

I have spent last week blowing out my sprinklers, picking green tomatoes and 

cleaning up the yard in preparation for the winter.  We went from 100 degrees 

weather to 47 degrees during the day and of course we have had our first frost.  

I have spent this very hot summer traveling and visiting Nebraska garden clubs, attending 

the National Convention in Orlando, our state meeting in Kearney, NE, the RMR meeting in 

Park City, UT, National Garden Clubs Fall Board and finally Nebraskaõs Fall Board by 

Zoom.  It was very busy and enjoyed seeing old friends and making new ones.  

As I traveled around the State of Nebraska visiting all of the districts, Nebraska Garden 

Clubs are getting really involved and keeping busy. I started with the Eastern District  

meeting.  It was held in Nebraska City, Nebraska.  What a great meeting and was able to 

put faces to names.  East District is a very active group.  The next district I visited was West 

District. Their district meeting was held in Dalton, NE I was so impressed with them. All 

but one club attended and most of their members from their clubs attended. They came up 

with great ideas for programs for meetings and how to gain more members.  I was really  

impressed.  The last district was the West Central District, which was held in North Platte, 

NE.  Again, the turn out was quite impressive and we combined Central District into West 

District.  So now, Nebraska has three districts.  

Our big project this year has been our Blue Star Memorial preservation and restoration.  

Mary Carlson, the Blue Star Memorial Chairperson, has undertaken this project to preserve 

and restore these Memorials (especially the five along I -80) so they will stand strong for  

another 50 years. She and her committee is reaching out to the citizens State of NE for  

donations to restore these memorials.  She is a retired Lt. Colonel in the US Army and is  

also reaching out to all of the military organizations throughout Nebraska.  So not only are 

we getting donations but we are making people aware of what the Blue Star Memorial is all 

about and that it is sponsored by the Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska, Inc.  

I hope you all had a great summer.  Now we will be taking our gardening projects inside for 

the winter.  Before we know it, it will be spring again and the cycle begins again.  Until then,   

STAY WARM.  

Happy gardening and remember plant some herbs!!!  

Robbie Kupper  

President, FGCN  

òGrowing and Using Herbs in Nebraskaó   



Greetings from the Peace Garden State of North Dakota  
Fargo Garden Society members toured members gardens in July. In August we 

socialized during a picnic near the Healing Garden with a plant exchange. The 

clubõs Fall Plant sale in September earned $1,245.00. The Fargo Garden Society 

has been very active with their community projects and at the September meeting 

they toured the Red River Zoo Pollinator Garden, saw pictures of the Ronald McDonald 

planters, FM Visitors Blue Star Marker Garden, and YWCA Womenõs Shelter Gardens. 

I really enjoyed visiting the mountains for the RMR meeting in Park City, Utah .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had the most beautiful fall weather and did not have a hard frost until the first 

week in October. Of course, our annual plants were beautiful by then. This collection of  

pictures is how my garden looked this fall after I came back from Europe. This lovely Iris 

was reblooming again in September.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

òConserve Nature and Grow Friendships in North Dakotaó  

Linda Anderson, President  

North Dakota State Garden Clubs  
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North Dakota State Garden Clubs  

Member Garden Tour in July  

Beth Rognessõ garden on 

the member garden tour 

in July   

Lori DeRemerõs 

Garden  

Colleen Lanners 
Garden  


